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	Stan O'Neal makes a point in St. Louis


At a conference hosted by the St. Louis Minority Business Council, Stan O’Neal, chairman and CEO, discussed the importance to business leaders of emphasizing corporate diversity. Titled “Stepping Up to the Plate for Progress,” the conference in St. Louis featured a conversation on June 15 between Mr. O’Neal and David Steward, CEO of World Wide Technology, a St. Louis-based company. 

Mr. O’Neal highlighted Global Private Client’s revenue last year as a reason that diversity is important for business growth. He said almost a quarter of a billion dollars of GPC’s nearly $30 billion in revenue came from diverse client bases last year.

“We do business in virtually every community in this country,” Mr. O’Neal explained “and our business therefore is a reflection of the diversity of this country and each neighborhood and each client group that we interface with.”

Mr. Steward is a Merrill Lynch client and chairman and CEO of World Wide Technology, a company he founded in 1990 that resells computer equipment. He was recognized in 1999 by Black Enterprise magazine as head of the “Company of the Year.”

When discussing what made them successful business leaders, Messrs. O’Neal and Steward focused on how their companies ultimately help clients succeed. “I think everybody in business learns that you have to find some way of adding value to clients, to customers, to community or to the organization that you’re a part of,” Mr. O’Neal said.

Mr. O’Neal’s appearance was the highlight of the council’s Business Opportunity Fair, an annual conference for minority businesses in the St. Louis area. The two-day conference began on June 14 and included a trade show and business-to-business meetings. Earlier in the day, Mr. O’Neal met with clients and followed the conference with more client meetings and an employee town hall.

Looking back at how he might have pursued his career differently, Mr. O’Neal cited risk taking and speed as issues he would have treated differently. “It’s true that most people who’ve created businesses or been in positions of responsibility always wish they had done things faster. At least that’s the kind of conversation I’ve had with most CEOs and most successful people in business,” he said, “and it’s true for me as well.”

Besides Mr. O’Neal, U.S. Representative Emanuel Cleaver II of Missouri was a keynote speaker at the conference’s opening. Mr. Cleaver was the first African-American mayor of Kansas City and pastor of the St. James Missionary Baptist Church in Kansas City.

The St. Louis Minority Business Council is part of the National Minority Supplier Development Council, a membership organization that promotes procurement opportunities for minority-owned businesses.

